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l\ /l AJOffi Tharna$ D. $mith, * forn:er
I Y t Olynrpic athlste nrrcl now a USAF F-4C
soffim;inder, wfr$ on# nf teft psrssn$ orr
hoard fi *-47 airrraft when tf"r* fus*lafie
*ritcked oFJen in severs turbuloilils. The
day, 13 Jsn SS; the ptaee, Mt Helffts$"
Greee e. $sated at the 6:crint crf clisirrt*gr{}tiorr,
Major $n:ith wtr$ blown out of tfre side of
the aircraft stilt in his sefrt and withr:ut fi
parmnhute. H* urrhunklecJ fris s*i]t bslt nr:d
kicksd free af the $sat" While freef*tling, h*
ahserved a lnrge firefi rrf snsw drifts mnd

$rfrnite or.rtcrsppin$tr$. Hoping t# Iand in tho
snow he rolled into,a tight balt. which saved
his life as lru hit hmtweerr two b*ulrjsrs in nrt
arefr which h*d hsen pncked with drifting
now. The $tller passstlsJsr$ rerrilir"red fixmd

to their seets in the aircrnft snd tlrey fell ts
ths earth apprCIximately three thous*:rrd fuet
frnnr th* Mmi$r'$ inrpact poirlt.
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Tltis arsfr of tf"re rilountain, far i:[:*vcl tht:
tre* Iine ir: fi srlow ernri ir:e f iekJ, t:f f er*r j

nbsolutely no nlaterial for shelter or fir*. Tl"rt*

w*m,thsr wfrs ?S Fahr*nfr*it irr 3* tt: 4i)
knots nf lrl*wing snow *nrJ ice.

Thm Major's irrjuries c*nsist*d of tf-u'*r-::

fr*ct*red neck vcrt*t:rit#, thr** fr*ctr:r*rl
h**k vert*t:rils, il.rtJ It ip:l* il rusf:*rj s pi n;r I

digcs, rHtJltipls sev$r$ joinl $llririrrs.:rtrI
massive hruisss. CIad or:ly ir: s $u{}lrYIt:I
flyir"rg suit, he awokx with $*v$rs frostlritx
hndly frozen hetnds ar:d feet, ar:rJ wils tot*ltr.
hlind. He rni.tna-d;ed to di* tt"r* froz*tt.lr-rrj
tor* flesh f rorrt t'ris tlye s#ilkets *ttcl rt)fi;tirt*lrl
$l&rtrel siEht. He spottec{ thc cltl bris *f I irt':

wrs*k ancl nrnrJ* l-ri* way tfi tl"re rr*sh siti.:
ther* disr:*veringg $trvtln hcrji*s scilttt:rr*t"l
a*out in the $rlow" Tlre I*rg*nt pi#{:t* r"if

wrenkii$# wils * 10-f t sc*tir:n *f *nlp*ru1;11tt},
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The Major assisred six bodies whlch showed
sign of life inro this teil semion. The blizzard
quickly covered them with ice and snow.

Despite Iis injuries, cornplicated hypartial eyesighr and hands 
-frozen 

inti
claws-he made repeated trips into the
blireard to gather debris with which to close
tlru gaping hols and then finished sealing
the wind out with two parachute$. He went
back into the blizrard and sathered I4
parachutes which he dragged one fft I time
into the shelter. clawed ftrem open, peeled
ice and snCIw off the bodies, and civered
hJs patients- with parachutss and ssrap$ of
aircraft insulation. At na time did any dt ttre
other pas$engsr$ assist Major siritrr in
con$tructilg th* shelter or with any suh*
sequent lite-saving or rescus activity.

The Major discovered tris body wE$
stiffening almost beyond control. Hg
realieed he could not afford the luxury of
sleap a$ both he and the others wiuld
treeze to death if he did not remain awake
to keep the parachuts cover$ fluffed up to
insure a minimum arnount al airspaca

location; was not suvars of the &rea of

the
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insulation to keep out the treezing cold. He
then Qegan to exercise until he regained the
use of his arm$ and legs. Thir regimen was
tc continue tor the entire 4S houls.

8y rnorning the blizzard had bluwn the
shelter along Bn ice ridge until only 10 feet
lay lretween the shelter and a drap of
thousands of feet obscured below in' fog,
Two of his parients had died in rhe night" df
the three remaining, on€ was in totatlh$ck
and the other two were rnairned and could
not rnove witlrout assistancs. All rs$cue
rsdios wsrs broksn, therg wa$ no food or
we't*r, and the wreck w&$ hicldsn from
$earch aircraft by drifting layers of $now
cloud. Major $mitlr examined the eurvivor$
and decided that another day of expo$ur6
and lack of rnedical attention would result
in their death. Alrhoush ha dld not know hi*

AIR CLUt$, Occ*mber lSS,

meff$urss wsre in

until he srruggled to fiis
lV,lajor $mith has no

unconsciour figure

remainder of the climb tfflrsn he fell
into tha wreckage
survivor$ $tate that

night, the otlrer
he was dulirious and

nrurnbli ng i ncoherently-
The United States Fleet wa$ directed

to the Greek Coast and elicopters from the
USS Forrestal the rescue the
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nights after the
uurvivors wgre

a C-130
parachute

For the first time,
in which country

out direction of the

Presently
tlre r*d

long climb back.
rnore and this

of a crsvasss. As
the pilot of the

helicoptsr,
and tros 
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After

he
tirne tumbled to

placed
ftown

on $tretchers. c6 to the
to Wheelus AF Li

pitalised in criticaf
declared the throe

there
not trave survived

and tfie risk of
rg$cU6.

Commander*in-Chiaf ti.nited

attendad by th* USAFE
awards ceremany

Genara{ Hollowsy that tha Airrnafi'$ Medal yyfl$ the
highest award fsr valour which he c*uld hsstow,
and Maior Smitlt's were rfte most deserving of the
madal in ths Genaral'* frisrory;
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